
Broad Base Planning Committee Meeting Minutes from 6-19-18 
 
In attendance: Mark Heiden, Julie Hart, Tina Bottorff, Angie Clendening, Reece Claprodt, and 
James Claprodt 
 
We began by reviewing the K-8 High Ability E/LA Curriculum Review completed this 
spring/summer by Monica Plantan. Here is a summary of our conversation. A special thanks to 
Angie Clendening for taking notes.  
 
We led off with a discussion of writing across the E/LA curriculum. Enough expected?  Writers 
workshop at CBIS - 30 minutes of writing every morning. Reece felt this was boring, but turned 
out to be useful. 
5th grade - Grammar Island and Essay Voyage. 
 
We also discussed the vocab and grammar materials by Michael Clay Thompson: 
STEM words - students lack study skills to manage the load 
Michael Clay Thompson training would be useful to bring back.  Monica Plantan might be 
available as well.  
 
More collaboration for HA teachers should be available with advent of early release/late arrival. 
K-6 will have the same times.  
 
New state units available, one is school board adopted, one could be purchased with HA 
money.  Tina felt there was more writing and rigor in the State units.  
 
Reese stated that she struggled with the grammar portion of the 7th grade curriculum.  Parts of 
speech and 4 level analysis.  6th grade teaches is the first 9 weeks of school, then gets away 
from it.  Should it become more cyclical, bringing it back throughout the year?  
 
Homework - how is the load?  Seems to vary depending on the student.  Algebra was very 
difficult for the 8th graders, with lots of homework.  Students were pretty miserable.  
 
Dad wants to know if younger students will be getting Chromebooks.  
 
Affective education - using differentiation of curriculum for HA classes.  Additional lessons as 
needed for HA class needs.  
 

● Angie will get a list of resources for teachers to use when needed for HA needs. 
 
Reese’s ideas: 
 
Bucket-filling would be good at the middle school level. 
Playing games to help learn the word within a word would appeal to more learning styles. 



Reese prefers actual books to virtual. 
Field trips to colleges for HA? 
Many emails went only to Reese, not her parents.  She feels they missed out on many 
opportunities because she never checks emails.  Could parents be better informed? 
 
Summer enrichment provided to K-6 at CubQuest, and 4 high school students.  This will be 
evaluated. 
 
This meeting was excellent because of the ideas shared, especially by our 8th grade student 
representative Reece Claprodt.  


